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1. Introduction 
 
The geography, the natural resources and 
the location attributes with respect to the 
metropolitan area of Helsinky, makes Espoo 
more than a small dormitory city; they turn it 
into a big chance to human, technological 
and productive development. 
 
The proposal we are offering, more than a 
urbanistic and architectonic design, is an 
strategically move – of Territory Architecture 
– that combines the human, environmental 
and technological resources with an 
innovating propose of space to add 
dynamism  to the activities, improve the 
science utilities, facilitate the cities 
concurrence and contributes to the 
strengthen the social life of Espoo´s  
inhabitants. 
 
Being part of Helsinki´s metropolitan area, 
gives Espoo an important responsibility 
related with the sustainable development of 
the zone. But moreover it gives all the 
opportunities product of the urban centers 
connection, access to goods and services in 
the Finnish capital city and the natural 
richness of a traffic congestion–free center. 
 
Espoo must maintain the well-being and the 
quietness of it´s healthy habitat and also 
develop it´s comparative advantages by 
promoting a center to put them in motion. 
Using the cityscape as an instrument for 
change, that allows combining a quiet 
residential environment with a strong 
educative, productive and social activity. 
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2. Techno– Fórum: Community + 

education 
 
According with the competition´s objectives, 
the proposal is based on an urban structure 
with two main axis:  
 
� Espoo´s Community: To strengthen the 

social links by constructing meeting 
spaces: the plaza, the park, the roads, 
the assembly, the forum. 

 
� Education and Management: Focused on 

technological potential: The development 
of Espoo as a knowledge and 
technological center. 

 
This two axis, were built based on the 
location opportunities of the city, and the 
business management dynamics which are 
possible. Espoo´s got high technological 
levels that may be useful if city continues 
linking it with the educative process, beyond 
basic education. 
 
The construction of an university in Espoo 
may become the main fase of an intense 
educative process. The high number of 
settled schools and the lack of an institute of 
superior education that allows the inhabitants 
to continue their education, forces this 
population to move to Helsinky, a city that 
has technological university.  
 
If Espoo becomes an educative center “Par 
excellence” and also focuses in consolidate 
the technology as a business, not only 
intensifies an enterprises center of activities 
but grants a high level to the educative 
processes that are developed in there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Espoo Center of education, 
investigation and technological 
management.  



Espoo Center 
Community, technology, education 
 
 
 
2. Regional Mobility Strategy 

 
 

Considering Espoo as a city with high 
connectivity refering to the metropolitan area 
where it belongs, it´s proximity and 
infrastructure allows a quick movement to 
Helsinky. It´s location could also facilitate a 
quick connection with Vanta´s airport. These 
propose is emphasized in the intersection, 
over the center of the proyect. 
 
 
It´s important to point at the magnitude of 
this connectivity strategy, concerning its 
importance, internally and externally. 
Internally the connectivity insofar as it 
supports revitalizing of Espoo based on the 
development of education and enterprise 
management. Externally, because it allows 
the inhabitants to connect with the 
metropolitan area and the business 
connection in national and international 
terms. 
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Connectivity is fundamental for the success 
of Espoo center, as a platform of 
management and attraction of business 
around technological development. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
3. Espoo Center  
 
Taking the construction of spaces for the 
urban meeting and for quicken the Enterprise 
activity as the main objective for the center´s 
reorganization, this propose suggest a 
radical change of the center by adding 
different areas and uses to solve the 
abandon and damage problem, to make 
easier social cohesion and revitalize the 
intercourse activity. 
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3.1  City Hall 
 
Our of City Hall renovation propose; suggest 
a tower where the administrative centre of 
the city takes place. Also containing the 
assembly, meeting rooms for private 
institutional, meetings, municipal and 
councilor offices. 
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3.2 Enterprise Management and Business 

Centre 
 
Includes a complete infrastructure of meeting 
rooms, conferences and business, 
information, suitable and modern facilities to 
make easier the exchange of information, 
products and services. Also it includes sales 
offices and logistics services. 
 
 
3.2.1  Hotel 
 
Supplying Espoo with hotel infrastructure 
promotes the city to become an international 
business centre, making easier the 
Enterprise activities related with high – level 
technology. Our suggest of integrating a 
hotel to the business centre, and the mall, 
allows to combine the exchanges with 
recreational activities and the selling of 
complementary goods and services. 
 
 
3.2.2 Mall 
 
Concentration space that might offer different 
services to the inhabitants and visitors. 
Restaurants, cinemas, exhibitions, consumer 
goods and services trades, leisure and 
supplying. 
 
 

 Illustration by P. J. Jaramillo 
 
The mall is fundamental as a center of 
complementary services, as important to the 
educative activity as to the enterprises 
evolving; it becomes a meeting supply and 
recreation space. 
 
 
3.2.3. Transport System  

 
The main idea is to integrate the train and 
the collective passengers transporting to 
achieve and intermodal transport system that 
may include the bicycle circuits. This circuits, 
associated with an environmental strategy 
which not only covers forests but also the 
river and the platform, and also allows the 
merging of the two parts of the city, 
separated by the train trail. 
 
The integration of this three transport 
systems is based on the evolving of the 
educative activity in Espoo and economical 
activity in regional, national or international 
context. 
 
 
3.2.4 Parking  
 
The solution for the parking problem, taking 
awareness of the current quantity of vehicles 
and foreseeing it´s increment caused 
because of the attraction people and 
activities to Espoo. 
 
The plan consist in four parking points: two 
of them near to the main plaza, another one 
close to the collective transport station and 
the last being near the transport terminal.  
 
There will be 1800 avaliable parking spaces 
By 2010 and 7200 by 2030. 
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3.3 Educative System: University, 

Auditoriums and Links with the 
Whole Educative System 

 
 
As a part of the education strategy, is 
proposed the coordination of the basic and 
secondary schools with the university, 
without affecting the particular space of each 
educative level. 
 
It´s important to take in to account the 
university strategy, not only as a formation 
institute, but as a place of scientific and 
technological research, witch may contribute 
to Espoo´s development. 
 
 
It´s fundamental to think that research and 
formative processes related with 
technological issues must be coordinated 
with the whole intercourse management and 
business of Espoo. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
3.4  Cultural Center 
 
This center is designed mainly for the urban 
meeting through culture and arts. It contains 
auditorium, library and exhibit rooms. 
 
 
 3.5. Religious Center 
 
The main idea is to connect the ancient 
catedral with the new church in a way to 
establish a solid relationship between them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3.6  Residential Area 
 
 
The construction of residential unity’s of 
universitary and familiar character that allows 
the current and future population, mainly the 
universitary, guarantees the transformation 
of the educative system. 
 
The residential areas have zones destinated 
for urban basic services, supportive 
equipments for the residential activity, paths 
and public spaces. 
 
These propose expects to stablish Relations 
between studying and non-studying 
population: workers, and families. In a same 
level and space organizations, institutions, 

enterprises, community and academy. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


